It took Kim Murray a
while to discover her
passion for plants
but now her gardens,
home and hotel in
Dunblane are filled
with flowers, she tells
Rosie Morton
PHOTOGRAPHY ROBERT PERRY
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verywhere T looked ar
Cromlix 1 lotel, Kim
Murray had made her
distinctly green-fingered
mark.

Freshly cut flowers perched delicacely
on tables; pink perals serecched from
the stairwell to the reception; boranical
wallpaper lined the bar; and overflowing
vases of purples, lemons and greens
bloomed in the Glasshouse restaurant.
By the door, umbrellas and wellies
awaited guests, all of whom were
encouraged ro explore the grounds and
even pick a few flowers from the kicchen
garden for their bedrooms.

This is Kint's passion project, and has
been since she and her husband, British
tennis scar Sir Andy Murray, took over
the Dunblane-based mansion in 2013,
Her love for seasonal Howers began
with sweerpeas, which her grandmother
used to grow, bur it was when she
3!1(_1 Al‘ld_\_‘ wWere L‘l'(_'[l[illi_“' [l']L‘i I own
Family home thac Kim eruly caughe che
gardening bug,
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*Andy loves culips, but he does noc
know what's going on in most gardens
at any one rime,” Kim laughed, as we
took shelter in che study from the
biblical rain oucside. ‘He often savs,
“Why are there so many flowers in our
house, can vou just chill our?” Because
Il Gl sinks wich them and I'll be
cucting them all the time. He's not as
green-fingered, but there's always room

t0 grow — pun incended”

Kim is, of course, best known for her

game face on the side of 4 tennis courr,
Through the whirlwind of Andy’s
professional tennis career we have
seent her stand alongside him through
Wimbledon citles, Grand Slam wins,
challenging injuries, a knighthood and
an L'motion:tl, well-carned retirement.
Four children later, the sporcing power
couple are far from raking life in the
slow lane, but it is a rather gencler
pace thar Kim revels in when she has
cime of her own, As well as being
responsible for crearing a beauritul

garden ar cheir Surrey home for their

Kim arranging

flowers from the garden
at Cromlix to display in the
hotel. The gardens
at Cromlix are filled with
flowers, as well as produce
to serve up to guests.

Andy and Kim
Murray at Cromlix.
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children Sophia, Edie, Teddy and Lola
(and, most recenly, cheir Hlat-coared
recriever Bonnie) o romp around in,
she has breached new lite into Cromlix's
beauciful 34-acre grounds.

Bur for Kim, it’s nor all abour
whimsical, freeform flower arrangements

being screwn chroughour che horel. Borh

Kim and Andy also realise chac chey're

cusrodians of an historical green space.
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‘Being outside brings me such jov,
particularly in Scocland, and so T wane
to protect thac and be able co pass chat
on ro the next generarion,’ she said,

adding chat the hotel has long served
as a go-ro for Murray celebrarions,

including Andy’s grandparents’ silver

wedding anniversary in 1982 and Andy

and Kim'’s wedding receprion in 2015.
“The hotel is such an imporcane parc

of the local communicy and because of
thae T feel we have a duey ro operace the
house and the gardens in a responsible
way, For me thar means living side

by side with nacure, minimising our
impact where we can, reducing our
energy usage, taking a more measured
approach ro change and trying o
encourage a love of the greatr outdoors

in ocher people!
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RIGHT: CROMLIX.

Kim gets creative with fresh and dried

cut flowers. From the upholstery
to the fresh florals, from the artwork to the
lettering on the menu, each detail has been
carefully, personally, curated by Kim.
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A large pare of thac focus has landed
on the ‘Gourmer Garden’ which is used
to grow produce for the horel's kicchen.
[t is a place which showeases Kim's
commirment to move from *food miles’
to ‘food footsteps’ at Cromlix, It's here
that Kim, wich help from the hotel's
dedicated gardening team, has adopred
permaculeure principles which suppore
soil serucrure, and improve soil and
plant healch.,

Stroll around rhe kitchen garden
and you'll see companion planting,
mixed cropping, and the no-dig
method in morion. “Waste’ macerials
like cardboard and sheep’s wool
are used underneath compost o
enrich the soil and improve moiscure

recention, branches and windfall from
the estate are used as base materials
for hiigelkuleur beds (which, upon
dccon‘lpmil'inn, rerurn warer and
nurrients to the soil) and *hoc bed’
composting systems in che poly tunnel
give off heat, allowing seed trays to be
sat on top for earlier germination. Ic's

a well-oiled machine and Kim visics
as much as possible, whecher o pull
weeds, check on che chickens or plan
the nexe big gardening project:

‘I'm here mavbe once a month or

once every two monchs, [ don'e like
to leave my kids so it’s normally up
and down in a day, unless I'm really
exhausred and I'll pull the excuse that

“T have o stay because chey need me for
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two days”, and Ill spend the nighc here. Then

we try o come up as a family around cwice a

vear just as a break ro see all the family!
Kim was brought up in an ourdoorsy
family and she and her brother were given
a lot of freedom o explore che countryside
as voungsrers. She went on to read English
at the Universicy of Sussex and mused thac
she once considered becoming a journalist,
then a vet or an artist. But ic's clear chat in
anocher life she might have been a florist.

Nasturtiums and sweet peas brighten up
raised beds; A host of golden daffodils at
Cromlix in spring; The botanical influence
continuesin Kim's choice of wallpaper and
soft furnishings.

[t's an immersive thing as well — you

need to be in it to enjoy it. [ don't
want a garden that you just observe.
While it hures me when my children
are our rhere cucring chings, ics a
positive char they're interacting wich
it. [ want them to engage with it, bue
it’s a fine line; she smiled.

‘In the same way that in our home
we've got the slightly more formal
areas where T hope they don't go and
put sticky ﬁngm'prinrs on L‘\'L‘l'.‘_s"lfl'iing,
and the bics where I'm like, “You
kenow what, vou can trash chac and
it’s fine”, in the garden they've got
the sandpic and Tl allow them to
curt things, and then chere are the
arcas that T hope they don't quice
venture ro and are a bir more formal.
Bur ar the end of the day, everyone
wants something different from cheir
garden, so as long as it’s bringing you
joy, chat’s brillianc!

Kimm El}" ne I'l avie il I'l‘\__ I:O rm :_],I
training in floristry, gardening
or incerior design, buc she has a

keen, creative eve. That much was

=

£ ‘1'd say che garden is like another room clear when we ventured through o
é — ir's an excension of our home, Weather Cromlix’s billiards room, another
r permitting, in our home [ love the doors to cosy nook adorned with boranical-
B be open, and T love the kids to be in and our.  inspired wallpaper.
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“When [ looked ar how the horel

was before we put our own stcamp on

it, it felt quite closed when you stepped
inside. They always used o laugh ac me
because | used co come in and be like,
“Ahh, open the windows! Ic’s so hot!”
Allof a sudden thar became a metaphor
during the whole design process — “lec’s

open the windows and bring it in".

‘I love gardening and I love the
ourside, so T just fele like we could use
that a lot more, not only in terms of

inspiration for che inceriors buc accually
just for che guest journey. You want the
whole thing co be like a semi-permeable
membrane. It's nor so easy to do that
when it's pouring oucside chough!"

That said, we all know thar there’s
no such thing uas bad weather, only che
wrong clothes, so we pulled on our
boots and headed for anocher of Kim's
favourite spots — the porring shed.

Umbrellas in hand, | asked her what
she loved most abour her work.

I chink che fact char 'm a mum and
T've gor this as a passion project at the
same rime, D've caken my rime o find it
and I love it because I can pour as much
of myself inco ic chat | have available
ar any moment. It's the crearive outler
that | was always looking for. To be
able to do chac here, in a place thar we
genuinely have such a connecrion ro, is

a huge privilege!

Cromlix Hotel,
Kinbuk,

nr Dunblane
FK15 9JT
www.cromlix.
com

Kimin the ‘Gourmet
Garden'at Cromlix;
Tubs filled with Andy
Murray's favourite
tulips brighten the
garden in springtime;
Wellies of all shapes .
and sizesencourage 3
guests at Cromlix
to enjoy the garden
whatever the
weather.
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